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a quilt double was scarce sufficient to keep me warm. And
the night before within the town was excessive hot. Towards
the morning our quarters were alarmed by the approach of
some straggling Arabs, which is common in the night,
wherever the caravan is pitched, and tho' a verv regular and
careful watch is constantly observed the rogues do sometimes
find their account in these visits. But fear oftener occasions
these alarms than any real danger, and that of a Jew merchant
on this occasion made me laugh very heartily, who, instead
of betaking himself to his arms, fell into a vehement ex-
postulation wTith God Almighty; for, first crying to Him very
loud for His assistance, he told Him there was thieves a-coming
to despoil His chosen people, and will you, says he, suffer
it after so many instances of care for preservation? No, no,
that can't be; we know, Lord, our merchandize is very' safe
under Thy protection, but hasten to help us or all is lost;
and so he proceeded louder and louder whilst the alarm
continued, and then with a dozen hearty- curses, and brandy
sufficient to compose him, the noise of his agonies ceased.
And talking with this Jew afterwards, the rascal denied that
any fear was concerned in his lamentations, but a meer
compliance with his duty on such occasions, and adding that
he himself had several times made a caravan from Bagdat
to Aleppo which had not consisted of above thirty loads,
which, says he, may demonstrate that my fears are not
extraordinary. But to me it seems that rather the dangers of
the desart are not so considerable as commonly imagined,
for these people in general we know full wrell are far from
remarkable in exposing either their persons or fortunes.
This man acquainted me that the best way for a merchant
to transport his goods, supposing it don't suit him to wait
at Bassora for a general caravan, is sending by the river to
Bagdat, wrhich may be done in about thirty days, and his
person and baggage in ten or twelve; from whence he pro-
ceeds to Cobiesse, and then very safely to Aleppo by the same
road that we came. But however easy such a transportation
of merchandize may be to one of the country, I am persuaded
that a stranger to the language, likewise the custom and